Incense Making Instructions

Kit contents:

Unscented Incense Sticks: 1000 sticks (100 ea. yellow,orange,magenta,purple,green,blue and 200 ea. black,natural)
Ziplock Bags: 2" x 12" 100 pcs.
Di-propylene Glycol (additive/fixative): 1 lb. (16 oz.)
Fragrance Oils:  5 bottles x 2 oz. ULTRA CONCENTRATES (enter names in box below)
Incense Sleds: 1/2 dozen
Medium Eyedroppers: 5 pcs. (for mixing your blends)
Scent Strips 10 pcs. (for sampling your fragrance creations)
Instruction Sheets & Labels
Gloves: 3 pcs.

Before you begin, please note that all of your materials and workspace need to be of HDPE plastic, stone, metal, glass or wood (no acrylics, vinyl or varnished tabletops etc., no PVC or low density plastics).  The oils are made of compounds that can disintegrate certain plastics and varnishes.  Gloves are provided for use to keep hands safe from any irritation. The instructions below are for a 50 stick scented bundle, but simply adjust the formulas for amounts other than 50, for example, a 100 stick bundle = double everything.

	Step 1)
	Create your fragrance.  You can use the fragrance you had purchased as is, but you are also provided with all you need to mix your own.  Using a scent strip, place drop(s) of oil you wish to use as a base.  Then add others by drops as well on the strip.  Let it dry down and then smell – adjust accordingly by adding other fragrances accordingly. Jot down your formulas in drops and then make your batch using those ratios.


	Step 2)
	Create your fragrance mixture. Mix the fragrance oil and DPG together at a ratio of 1 to 1 (equal parts) in a glass container (glass, HDPE plastic or metal measuring cup is recommended) and shake/stir well. The combined mixture should be 1 to 1 ¼  ounces for 50 sticks.  So in this case mix ½ to ¾ ounce of fragrance oil to the same ½ to ¾ ounce amount of DPG to yield the 1 to 1 ¼ ounces.  DPG is needed to help tone down the initial smokiness of the incense upon lighting.
  

	Step 3)
	Lay out the incense. Untie the bundle of 100 sticks and spread half of it onto a baking sheet lined with foil.


	Step 4)
	Scent your sticks. Slowly pour your fragrance/DPG mixture over your sticks making sure to coat them all as much as possible.  Toss them until they are all covered, just wet enough so that there is no dripping.  Let them sit to soak and if you wish, you can wrap them in the foil tightly, sealing the ends if possible.  Then put each bundle in a plastic grocery bag for safekeeping, prevent leakage and storage, the same HDPE bags you get at your local market.  Label the bundle with the provided labels.


	Step 5)
	Let soak. For best results overnight soaking is recommended, but they are typically ready to be aired out in a matter of hours.  Simply unwrap them from the foil and then let them dry out until they are nicely moist.  If you wish or need to drip dry them over a paper towel, please do so on a baking rack or any other suspended item.  But after a couple bundles, you will become accustomed to the amount of mixture and your incense will turn out perfectly moist every time you unwrap them.


	Step 6)
	Package your sticks. Place your dry/moist sticks in your 2” x 12” bags.  Each bag should hold up to approximately 25 sticks.  Label accordingly each bag with the provided labels


That’s it! Your incense is ready to be given to your friends as gifts, burned yourself or even sold for a nice little profit.  Each bag of 25 sticks could go for $3 to $5 depending on area.
